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If you won the 
Powerball Jackpot, 
what would you do 
with the money?? 
 
This was the question that was 
asked to everyone in Rabbi 
Moskowitz’s 5th, 6th and 7th 
grade classes. It allowed 
everyone to dig down into 
themselves and realize what their 
core values are and what is truly 
important to them. Everyone 
wrote down five things in order 
of importance and had to explain 
why that thing was chosen. It 
truly gave the students the 
opportunity to introspect. 
Answers such as giving to 
Tzedakah  institutions, giving the 
money to family, helping find a 
cure for cancer, taking the whole 
family on a trip to Israel were 
some of the  answers that  were 
given. It was a great learning 
opportunity for everyone.  

In the first of three field trips for the preschool to honor the new Jewish month of 

Shevat, our Dragonfly classes had the opportunity to visit Coastal Roots Farm in 

Encinitas this past week. Group leaders from the farm led a tour of the beautiful 

property and taught the children all about herb smelling, flower and produce 

picking, and even planting seeds! With a rich and immersive gardening program 

that the children participate in here at the school, thanks to Rafa Guerrero, our 

preschoolers gained from their nature experience even more. The children loved 

the entire experience including their ride on a real school bus to the farm. Our 

preschoolers had plenty to say about their experience including: "I liked the 

chickens!" (Levi Shakhman), "The leaves were yummy!" (Liam Alon), and "The 

scavenger hunt was fun!" (Emma Zavurov). We look forward to our next trip to 

Coastal Roots Farm! 
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 Calendar of Events 

Headmaster: Rabbi Simcha Weiser 

rabbiweiser@hebrewday.org 
 

Principal:  Rabbi Meir Cohen 

rabbicohen@hebrewday.org  
 

Director of School Administration:  

Estelle Workman 

eworkman@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Admissions:  

Beth Licha 

blicha@hebrewday.org  

Dean of Students:  

Giovanna Reinking 

giovanna.reinking@hebrewday.org  
 

Preschool Director: Rachel Eden 

rachel.eden@hebrewday.org 
 

Business Manager: Klara Lapp 

klapp@hebrewday.org 
 

Director of Development:  

Joyce Arovas 

jarovas@hebrewday.org 

President: 

Geoffrey Berg 

 

Members at Large: 

Eilene Cummins  

Moises Eilemberg Iliana Glovinsky 

Allen Gruber  Gavin Horn 

Yonina Kaplan  Michael Leeman 

Philip Silverman Marilyn Williams 

Marcia Wollner  Missy Wrotslavsky 

Brian Zimmerman 

Our Administrative Team:            Board of Directors:       

                  January       February 

January 18, 2015   
MLK Day No School 
 
January 20, 2016 
Step Up Night for K-4th grade families 
 
January 25, 2016 
 Tu B'Shvat 
 ACE Community Service Day for Middle School 

9:30 - 11:10 am 
 Science Fair Celebration 7 pm 
 
January 26, 2016 
Movin' into Middle School for 5th grade families 
 
 

January 28, 2016 
2nd Grade Chumash Presentation 1pm 
 
February 3, 2016 
1 pm dismissal - Faculty Professional Development 
 
February 9, 2016 
1st Grade Siddur Presentation 1 pm 
 
February 15, 2016 
President's Day No School 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      
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 Parshat Bo 
OVERVIEW: Parshat BO  (Ex. Ch. 10:1 – 13:16) 
G-d tells Moshe that He is hardening Pharaoh's heart so that through miraculous plagues the world will know for all time that 
He is the one true G-d. Pharaoh is warned about the plague of locusts and is told how severe it will be. Pharaoh agrees to 
release only the men, but Moshe insists that everyone must go. During the plague, Pharaoh calls for Moshe and Aharon to 
remove the locusts, and he admits he has sinned. G-d ends the plague but hardens Pharaoh's heart, and again Pharaoh fails to 
free the Jews. The country, except for the Jewish People, is then engulfed in a palpable darkness. Pharaoh calls for Moshe and 
tells him to take all the Jews out of Egypt, but to leave their flocks behind. Moshe tells him that not only will they take their 
own flocks, but Pharaoh must add his own too. Moshe tells Pharaoh that G-d is going to bring one more plague, the death of 
the firstborn, and then the Jews will leave Egypt. G-d again hardens Pharaoh's heart, and Pharaoh warns Moshe that if he sees 
him again, Moshe will be put to death. G-d tells Moshe that the month of Nissan will be the chief month. The Jewish people are 
commanded to take a sheep on the 10th of the month and guard it until the 14th. The sheep is then to be slaughtered as a 
Pesach offering, its blood put on their doorposts, and its roasted meat eaten. The blood on the doorpost will be a sign that 
their homes will be passed-over when G-d strikes the firstborn of Egypt. The Jewish People are told to memorialize this day as 
the Exodus from Egypt by never eating chametz on Pesach. Moshe relays G-d's commands, and the Jewish People fulfill them 
flawlessly. G-d sends the final plague, killing the first born, and Pharaoh sends the Jews out of Egypt. G-d tells Moshe and 
Aharon the laws concerning the Pesach sacrifice, pidyon haben (redemption of the first born son) and tefillin. (C) 2016   Ohr 
Somayach International - All rights reserved. 

DRASHA: As the drama of the Exodus from Egypt draws 
nearer its climax in this week’s Torah reading, one cannot help 
but be struck by the stubbornness of Pharaoh in the face of all 
of the plagues visited upon him and his nation. His advisers had 
long before told him that all was lost and that he should cut his 
losses quickly by freeing the Jewish people from Egyptian 
slavery. This seemingly wise and rational counsel was rejected 
by Pharaoh out of hand. 
  
Pharaoh sees himself as a G-dlike figure, omniscient, 
supremely brilliant and all knowing. He is trapped in a 
propaganda web of his own making – he can never admit to 
being wrong or to having made an error of judgment or policy. 
In the course of human history this has often been the fatal 
error made by dictators who were always supremely confident 
in their arrogance and who never acknowledged their 
mistakes. 
  
Just recall the mass murderers and dictators of our past 
century – Hitler, Stalin, Mao, Pol Pot, Arafat, etc. None of them 
ever admitted to error and all of them led their people to 
disaster and untold suffering. This was the arrogance of power 
overwhelming rational thought and nullifying good strategic 
planning. There is also an arrogance of intellect. The 
intellectuals amongst us, who always know what is best for 
everyone else, are never reticent about rendering opinions on 
all issues and policies.  Again, the fact that they have been 
wrong – dead wrong – so many times in the past causes them 
no inhibition in advancing their current viewpoints. 
  
The Torah seems to attribute Pharaoh’s continuing folly of 
unreasonable stubbornness, to G-d, so to speak, ‘hardening his 

heart.’ This implies that somehow Pharaoh’s freedom of choice 
was diminished and he could not have capitulated to the 
demands of Moshe even if he had wished to do so. This 
philosophic and theological difficulty has been dealt with by 
the great commentators of Israel over the ages, with varying 
theories offered and advanced. 
  
It seems from many of their opinions that at a certain point in 
human decision- making, a tipping point is achieved when the 
leader can no longer admit to error and remain the 
leader.  ‘Hardening’ the leader’s heart means there is an 
unwillingness to give up one’s position of power. Very few 
leaders in the history of humanity have willingly surrendered 
power. 
  
Simply rising to a position of leadership, let alone absolute and 
dictatorial power, almost automatically ‘hardens one’s heart’ 
and limits one’s choices and policy options. The Torah blesses a 
generation that is privileged to have a leader that is capable of 
admitting sin and error and can offer a public sacrifice in the 
Temple in atonement. 
  
The greatness of King David lies not only in his heroic spiritual 
and physical accomplishments as king of Israel but in his ability 
to admit to personal failings and errors of judgment. Pharaoh 
is incapable of such self-scrutiny and realistic humility. His lust 
for power has ‘hardened his heart’ beyond the power of recall. 
He has doomed himself as have so may of his ilk over the 
centuries. 
 
Shabat shalom. Rabbi Berel Wein (C) 2016  
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 The Soille Scene 

HANDS ON SCIENCE! 

 

7th graders in Mr. Bessler's science class finished their unit on the body systems last week. It was capped off by 

dissecting a frog. Students identified many of the organs within the body systems that they had learned about during 

the unit. They were able to see how all the systems are connected and work together. 

The second graders went on a fossil hunt this week. After they located fossils in the classroom they 

identified what type they were. They learned about trace, true form, cast and mold fossils. Then they 

guessed what the fossil was- a bone, plant, footprint, etc. They also created salt dough and made their own 

fossil with dinosaurs. It was a great introduction to the dinosaur unit.  
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 The Soille Scene 

Creativity at it's Best 

The fifth grade has just finished learning about the founders of the thirteen original British colonies.  They 
analyzed who started each colony, why each colony was started, and important elements of democracy in 
the New World.  One student, Naomi Moryosef, in preparation for her test on Friday, created a song to 
help remember the thirteen colonies and their capitals.  Her catchy tune inspired so many of her 
classmates that they decided to film it and become the Social Singers, a band whose goal is to create a song 
for every social studies test.  The five fifth grade singers taught the rest of the class the song to help their 
peers do their best on the test. 

Martin Luther King Jr.’s Life  
It’s biography season in the second grade.  In order to kick off the event the students are listening to a biography 
about the courageous hero Martin Luther King Jr. As we read the story the students filled out graphic organizers from 
the Step Up to Writing program. They made illustrations of each event in his life on the right side of the paper and 
took notes on the left side. We also have been discussing Successful Me traits such as King’s resilience and zest while 
organizing marches and making speeches. We are reading other picture books about him such as Martin’s Big Words 
in order to get more information about his non-violent methods that really changed history! The next part of the unit 
is reading a biography of their choice at home. They will be making Guess Who? Folders about the famous person 
which will be on display next month.  
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 The Soille Scene 

This week in the third grade, students learned 
about probability, statistics and graphing. To 
culminate their learning, the students made bar 
graphs and tally charts about their favorite ice 
cream. They also created surveys that they gave out 
during class to find out their classmates' favorite 
sports, teams, colors, and more. They turned the 
responses into a line chart and a table. Last, the 
students learned how to use Microsoft Excel to 
create pie charts and scatterplots about the 
members of their families. The students really 
enjoyed learning about graphing, and the results of 
the class surveys are on the wall next to third grade 
classroom! 

Bring in your Boxtops! 

Save your Boxtops and bring them to school.  For 

every 10 Boxtops your child submits, they will 

receive a prize from the front desk.  For every 

Boxtop Hebrew Day submits, we receive 10 cents.  

It’s a win-win for everyone!  Act NOW!   

This year’s Basketball season has gotten off to a great 

start! Yesterday’s varsity game ended in another win for 

the Hebrew Day Huskies! 
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 Preschool News 
In this week’s parsha, Bo, children are learning about the final three 

miraculous plagues that Hashem brought upon Egypt: Locusts, 

darkness, and death of the first born. They also learned about how 

Hashem passed over the Jewish homes, marked with blood on the 

doorposts from the Passover offering, in the final plague. 

Our little Caterpillars are developing beautifully, enjoying outside time 

at the tots’ playground! 

The Butterfly class focused on colors, making puffy paint, and singing 

the crayon song! 

The Ladybugs made snowmen, read snow books, and discussed the 

creation story! 

The Frog classes talked about where fruits and vegetables come from, 

watered their grass, ate strawberries with whipped cream, and 

squeezed their own grapes to make kiddush!! 

Our Dragonfly classes travelled to the Coastal 

Roots Farm for a special Rosh Chodesh Shevat 

field trip! They’ve been preparing for Tu 

B’Shvat by discussing nature, making leaf 

necklaces, painting trees, and sorting seeds! 

The Hummingbirds painted flowers out of 

cupcake liners, continued their work on the 

letters ‘H’, ‘I’, and ‘J’, painted with colored ice, 

and made jelly cookies! 

Save the Date 

MLK Day: 
No school - No Extended Care 

Feb 3: 
1pm Dismissal - Faculty Development 

Special Thanks 

to Chaya Ertel for picking up our fundraiser 
pizzas on Tuesday! We sold out very quickly! 

 

If you’d like to get involved in the preschool’s 
fundraising committee, please email  
reden@ssdhds.org today! 

mailto:reden@ssdhds.org
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 Soille Community News 
Mazal Tov to… 

… Isaac De Lara on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to proud parents Vanessa and Tzur 
De Lara! 

...Anat (Schraub- HDS Class of 1999) and Adam Goodman (HDS Class of 2001) 
on the birth of a baby boy in New York, and to proud grandparents Howard 
Schraub, Raquel Schraub, Dennis Goodman and Tanya Goodman and families.  

...Bracha Wohlgelernter (HDS Class of 2006) on her engagement to Simcha 
Gerstman, and to proud parents Rabbi Jeff and Rebbetzin Shoshi Wohlgelernter 
and family – Yacov, Yonah, Chaviva, Aharon,  David and Reena. 

...Netania Feifel (HDS Class of 2010) on her engagement to Shane Lipman, and to 
proud parents Dr. David and Mary Feifel, Ariel and Eitan. 

 

Condolences to… 

...Ariel and Morah Stephie Buchwald on the passing of their brother-in-law 
Moises Menasse in Mexico City. 

Upcoming Educational Events: 
 Rabbi Yitzchak Adlerstein @ Adat Yeshurun This Shabbat, speaking on “Why the World Still Needs the Jews.”  

FMI see adatyeshurun.org. 

 Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Bogopulsky @ Raphael’s Party Rentals. FMI call 619-287-9890 

 Lt. Col. Rabbi Yedidy Atlas, IDF, will be at Young Israel over Shabbat Jan. 15/ 16. FMI call 619-589-1447. 

Melavah Malka will follow his lecture at 7:30 pm Saturday night on "A Macro/Micro Strategic Analysis of the 

Recent War in Gaza." 

 Dr. Herman Presby @ Adat Yeshurun over Shabbat, Jan. 16 on “Get a Big Bang Out of Genesis.” 

 Simi Yellen will speak on “Reducing Negativity: How to raise kids with Confidence and Resilience” on Wed. 

January 20 at 7 pm at the Encinitas Community Center.  FMI contact Rebetzin Ertel at ktert9@aol.com. 

 Tu B’Shvat Seder at 6 pm January 24th @ Beth Jacob.  FMI contact 619-287-9890 

 The Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project has openings on an upcoming 8 day Israel Journey meant to inspire.  

FMI contact Becky Krinsky at 619-666-6551. 

Thank you Chaljon Family! 
Parents, students, faculty, staff and Board are so grateful to 
the Chaljon family for donating the cement walkway and 
safety area in the dismissal area.  Thank you for your 

generosity and your kindness! 
 
 

(Thank you letter signed by each Board Member) 

Recycle your ink cartridges 
Bring in your used ink cartridges to Hebrew 
Day! 



Don’t Miss  
Your Chance 5th Grade! 
 Hang out with your classmates. 
 Meet your future teachers. 
 Build a bridge, literally! 
 

Tuesday, January 26th  
7 pm - 8:30 pm 

Don’t Miss  
Your Chance 5th Grade! 
 Socialize with 5th grade parents 
 Meet their future teachers. 
 Build a bridge to the future! 
 

Tuesday, January 26th  
7 pm - 8:30 pm 
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Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School Presents 

 

Step Up Night 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the coming weeks, students in the grade above will invite  

your child to collaborate in an activity during class. On  

January 20th, you are invited to a Step Up event with your child  

who will show you this joint activity and you will continue the project  

with them. Join us as your child leads you UP to next year’s classroom  

in a bonding evening of exploration and fun.  

K - 4th Grade 
 

6:30-6:45 pm Welcome  

in the Beit Midrash  
 

6:50-8:00 pm Step Up  

with your child 

Your child has been there...now you can be there too. 

Wednesday, January 20, 2016 
   Calling All Parents and  

       Students Grades  

            K - 4 









Clean out you closets and help the 
8th grade go to Israel!!!! 

 

Please Collect Shoes to help raise funds!! 
 

 
 

 Time to clean out those closets and garages and ask your 
neighbors, friends and family to do the same! 

 Bag up any and all unwanted shoes! (Anything that can be worn on 
feet is accepted including skates, cleats, etc!) SHOES MUST BE 
IN PAIRS. You can tie, or buckle them together and place trash 
bags).  

Please Bring Shoes to collection bin at back entrance by   
Mrs. Kaplan-Nadel’s classroom 

We’ll be collecting until March 16, but we need to raise a 2000 lbs 
minimum. So please start bringing shoes in as soon as you can!!!  

 
For More Information Contact:  
Shlomit Haim – 619-207-9838 

Your shoes will be cleaned, repaired and recycled to developing 
nations in need by- 

 
The 8th grade thanks you for supporting our shoe drive! 



 Movie 
 

Saturday Jan. 16th 6:30pm 

Parent Child Learning  

& Movie Night 
6:30 – 7:15pm Learning, Tickets, Eternity. 

7:15 – 7:30pm Snacks, Raffles, Prizes. 

7:30 – 9:15pm Feature films. 
 

Sunday Jan. 17th 5:00pm  

Girls: Medrash &  

Movie Night 
5:00 – 5:30pm Medresh Says 

5:30  – 7:30pm Feature Film Light Din. 
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